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SYNOPSIS
 

A feature documentary spanning 80 years of revolution in culture, as told through the life of one extraordinary man, VIDAL SASSOON THE MOVIE is the revealing and inspirational story of how one man changed the world with a pair of scissors.

 

A true rags to riches tale, the film traces Sassoon’s path from a London orphanage to international success and celebrity. It follows Michael Gordon, founder of the haircare company Bumble and bumble, as he sets out to document Vidal's life in a richly visual book. Sassoon's story comes alive as the design of the book unfolds.

 

Living through war and poverty, the seeds of his future are spawned as young Vidal becomes driven to rise above the circumstances of his birth. Spurred by his mother’s dream that her son would find success as a hairdresser, Sassoon apprentices in a local salon. “I made up mind, if I was going to be in hairdressing, I wanted to change things.”  Through tireless hard work and commitment, he struggles to modernize the old-fashioned world of hair; with modern architecture as his inspiration, Sassoon focuses on geometric shapes and angles that literally changes the way women look, and ushers in the social revolutions of the 60’s.  Salons, schools and products follow all over the world, and his tag line, “if you don’t look good we don’t look good” becomes a defining cultural touchstone.

 

With an added emphasis on his inspirational drive, VIDAL SASSOON THE MOVIE shows Sassoon to be not only one of the great innovators of our time, but a cultural life force as relevant today as ever.

 

 
 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Late last October 2009, I stood inside of Buckingham Palace with a crew of people with whom I had become very close. We stood by the camera, waiting for a man that we had come to know well, to interview him after his meeting with the Queen. I thought about how three years earlier we discussed making a short film as a birthday present for him. He was 79 years old then. When he walked from the Palace that day, beaming from ear to ear with a Commander of the British Empire medal in his hand, he was about to turn 82.

 

If you are going to spend three years of your own life telling the story of another person, having that person be Vidal Sassoon is a lucky break. His name conjures images, and sometimes even the almond scent of shampoo, in the minds of nearly anyone who hears it, and that is before they learn the real story of this amazing man. We seem conditioned to respond to rags to riches tales, and Vidal’s is a real honest to goodness one. The enormity of his impact on hairdressing has not yet been fully documented, and his effect on the world outside of hair is so rarely discussed, that it became a point of honor for me and my collaborators to make it known. In the nearly nine years that I have worked with Executive Producer Michael Gordon, our paths have crossed with Vidal’s many times. Despite having known Sassoon and his history, the further we went into uncovering and telling his story, the more we grew to admire him. Along the way, many people contributed and it continued to grow. So many of those people have become friends. To make a film about a person you hold in high esteem, with your friends, is a perfect way to spend so much time.

Craig Teper, Director 
ABOUT THE MOVIE
Vidal Sassoon's impact is so profound in so many ways, even forty years after his revolution; he is inarguably the most important person in hairdressing, ever. He is the ultimate hero. His life serves as an extraordinary inspiration to millions of people, reminding them what is possible with the right commitment and passion.

Having started my own hairdressing career in 1966, it was impossible not to be aware of the name Vidal Sassoon. Despite the fact that I didn’t train or work there, I always knew that he had created the greatest revolution in hair, and no one could escape his methods or influence. I met him for the first time in the mid-nineties when I asked him if I could interview him for my book Hair Heroes. After the book was finished and I toured the country with it, I was invariably asked if I had a favorite hair hero. Despite the extraordinary achievements and accomplishments of everyone in the book, Vidal’s effect was so broad, so radical, that I was forced to admit that I saw him as the number one most influential hairdresser in history.

The idea for the film started off as a personal tribute to him as he was approaching his 80th birthday, and then it grew into a major initiative to capture this man’s life both in a film and a book. My intention was to leave a lasting memory of him that would inspire young people and re-inspire the older generation of hairdressers, as well as the millions of people in the world to whom the name Vidal Sassoon is either familiar or personal or evocative. Due to the fact that hairdressing’s impact on society has not been very well documented or recorded, much less respected because of the lack of any serious written material, I am hoping that this is something that every hairdresser in the world will want to share with everyone they know.
Michael Gordon, Producer

CRAIG TEPER – DIRECTOR
After years of working in production on independent feature films, commercials and shorts, Craig began directing film projects for a variety of clients. He served as Director of New Media at Bumble and bumble, where he shot and directed dozens of marketing, education and documentary films, including several featuring Vidal Sassoon. In addition to Vidal Sassoon The Movie, Craig is currently directing a feature documentary about a moonwalking Apollo astronaut and several short projects. 

 

MICHAEL GORDON -- PRODUCER

Michael was born the son of a hairdresser in London in 1951. He began his career at the age of fifteen as an apprentice at Rene of Mayfair, a grand salon in the center of London--an experience that changed his life. He is the Founder of the Bumble and bumble salon, product company, and hairdressing school in New York City. In 2001, he wrote "Hair Heroes," a collection of interviews of the 20th centuries' most influential hairdressers, where he first met his own hero, Vidal Sassoon.
JACKIE BAUER – PRODUCER

At the age of seventeen, Jackie moved from her hometown of Miami, Florida to live in NYC as a prima ballerina of the prestigious American Repertory Ballet. Although dance was Jackie’s first love, an injury forced her to consider other options, bringing her to the beauty industry where she worked at the Estee Lauder Companies, and ultimately to Bumble and bumble, where she first met Michael Gordon. She has worked with Michael in many capacities for nearly seven years and is now the Producer of Vidal Sassoon The Movie.  
JIM CZARNECKI – EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Jim Czarnecki has a long and prestigeous list of films to his credit, having served as Producer of Fahrenheit 9/11 (Winner, Palme d’Or Cannes Film Festival 2004), and Bowling for Columbine (Winner, Academy Award Best Documentary Feature 2003). He served as Executive Producer on Love Liza starring Philip Seymour Hoffman (Winner, Best Screenplay Sundance Film Festival 2002). Other film credits include:  BIGGER STRONGER FASTER, Julien Donkey Boy, Sid and Nancy, Canadian Bacon, The Big One, and Soundtrack for a Revolution (Premiere, Tribecca Film Festival 2009; Official Selection Cinema du la Plage, Cannes Film Festival 2009; Nomination, Academy Award 2009; Nomination Producer's Guild of America Award 2009; Nominaton, Writers Guild of America Award 2009). In addition to working as an actor, Jim was an Executive Producer at Ridley Scott & Associates from 1999 to 2002, where he produced television commercial projects with Woody Allen, Martin Scorsese, Chris Cunningham, and Jake Scott, among others. Currently, he is a partner in Maximum Entertainment Films, a television commercial production company that represents Harris Savides, Zoe Cassevetes, Eddy Moretti of VICE, and others for commercial work. His next documentary project is EXPORTING RAYMOND being shot in Moscow and directed by Phil Rosenthal.

STEVE HIETT – ART DESIGN

Steve Hiett is trained in painting, graphic arts, photography and music, and even made his way as a guitarist in various bands over the years. However in 1966, he discovered fashion photography, and went on to become one of the most renowned photographers of the Seventies and Eighties, working for Nova, English Vogue, Queen Magazine, French Vogue and Marie Claire. He has also directed numerous TV commercials, and served as Art Director for G.V.C, select fashion magazines, and notably, Arthur Elgort's "Model Manual." Steve and Michael Gordon first collaborated in 2001 on the book "Hair Heroes," and are now working together again on Vidal Sassoon The Movie and accompanying book. Today, Steve lives in Paris and works as a graphic designer for various clients in the fashion industry. 
HEATHER GORDON – WRITER

Since childhood, Heather has always been a passionate reader. After graduating with a degree from Barnard College in English Literature, she moved to her birthplace, South Africa, to spend the next five years working in publishing in Cape Town. More recently, she worked as a chief copywriter at Bumble and bumble, overseeing Bb. Press, a division responsible for the writing, design and publication of the legendary Hair Stories magazines. For the three years, she has been working on the script for Vidal Sassoon The Movie, as well as copy for the accompanying book. 

FILM CREDITS

Directed and Edited by: 
Craig Teper

 

Producers: 
Jackie Gilbert Bauer

Michael Gordon

 

Executive Producer: 
Jim Czarnecki
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Director of Photography: 
Saul Gittens

Craig Teper
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Art Director:
Steve Hiett

 

Digital Artist / Animator & Visual Effects Supervisor: 
Yorgo Alexopoulos

 

Music Supervisor:
David Spellman

 

Original Music by:

Steven Griesgraber

 

Featuring Music by:

Bell Orchestre

Clogs

Redhooker

Jesse Harris

 

S'Wonderful Performed by:

Mark Eitzel

 

Written by:

Heather Campbell Gordon

Craig Teper

ABOUT THE CAST
In addition to Vidal Sassoon and Michael Gordon the following people are interviewed in the movie. We thank them for their contributions. 

London
Caroline Baker 

Richard Blass 

Christopher Brooker 

Liza Bruce 

Richard Buckley 

Caroline Cox 

Joseph Ettedugui 

Joshua Galvin

Tim Hartley

Mark Hayes 

Kelly Hoppen 

Annie Humphreys 

Fumio Kawashima 

Elaine Nations 

Aitch Peters 

Kathy Philips
Mary Quant 

Tony Rizzo 

John Santilli 

Ronnie Sassoon 

Anne-Marie Solowij 

Etienne Tanaka 

Paul Windle 

Richard Young 

 

New York

Charles Booth 

Grace Coddington

Guido 

Christian Hutenbaus 

Harold Leighton 

Christopher Pluck 

Elan Sassoon 

Richard Stein 

Maurice Tidy 

Los Angeles
Tony Beckerman 

Elgin Charles 

William Claxton 

Angus Mitchell 

Peggy Moffitt 

Stephen Moody 

Fernando Romero 

Ronnie Sassoon 

Beverly Sassoon 

Eden Sassoon 

Laurance Taylor

ABOUT – The Music

David Spelman – Music Supervisor

"Craig Teper was clear in what he wanted. Beyond emotional punctuation, this score had to tell the audience that there was important stuff going on, not just fluff; that there's gravitas in Vidal Sasoon's life. Most filmmakers, in making a picture about hair, would've focused on the glamour and pop art and pretty girls. This film has all that, but with a more serious core, and the post-rock, minimalist soundtrack helped communicated that." -- David Spelman

Clogs

Clogs are four musicians from the U.S. and Australia whose work traverses time and place and through which seemingly disparate influences are seamlessly drawn in. They compose and improvise using sounds and textures from across the musical spectrum—the immediacy of folk and rock music, twisted Americana, the complexity of modern composition.

Bell Orchestre

Canadian instrumentalists the Bell Orchestre formed in 2005 around the talents of bassist/percussionist/keyboardist Richard Reed Parry (Arcade Fire), violinist Sarah Neufeld (Arcade Fire), drummer Stefan Schneider (the Luyas), French horn player Pietro Amato (Torngat, the Luyas), trumpet player Kaveh Nabatian, and lap steel guitar player Mike Feuerstack (Snailhouse). With influences that range from Lee "Scratch" Perry and Talk Talk to Arvo Pärt and the Penguin Café Orchestra, the Montreal-based outfit crafts aerial slabs of classically infused post-rock that flirt with technology, while remaining determinedly fluid and organic. The band's 2005 Rough Trade debut, recording a Tape the Colour of the Light, was nominated for a JUNO award in the category of Best Instrumental Album. In 2009 they released As Seen Through Windows on the Arts & Crafts label. 

Redhooker

Named after a remembered year of sadness and isolation in an industrial quarter of Brooklyn, Stephen Griesgraber’s Redhooker could be described as the sound of loneliness with a resolve to patience. With Ben Lively, Maxim Moston, and Andie Springer on violins, Rob Collins, Peter Hess on clarinets and Griesgraber on guitar, Redhooker creates music that dances at the juncture of Renaissance and Baroque polyphony, experimental minimalism, and improvisation. Its 2007 EP The Future According to Yesterday and its 2010 full length, Vespers are available on iTunes, Amazon.com, and CDBaby.com.
Jesse Harris

Jesse Harris first rose to national attention via Norah Jones' 2002 Grammy-winning album Come Away with Me, for which he played guitar and wrote the hit song "Don't Know Why." His own career, however, had launched well before his collaboration with Miss Jones. A native New Yorker, Harris grew up studying classical piano and guitar, focusing on the songwriting end first before mastering the actual musicianship. While in his early 20s, Harris joined vocalist Rebecca Martin in the band Once Blue, which released a self-titled album before both songwriters went their separate ways.    

Harris' next project was the looser and more organic Ferdinandos, which included Tony Scherr on guitar, Tim Luntzel on bass, and Kenny Wollesen on drums. The band released a series of self-produced CDs and developed a following at the East Village club the Living Room. Such work in clubs led to Harris' working relationship with Jones, an emerging jazz artist whom Harris had met several years prior. He took a major part in crafting her debut album, Come Away with Me, whose commercial success helped bring Harris' songwriting abilities to the music community's attention. Collaborations with other contemporary artists followed, as did a label deal for the Ferdinandos. The group's major-label debut found a warm reception upon its release in 2003, and Setting Sun followed before the year was up. Harris proved to be a prolific musician in the coming years, issuing While the Music Lasts in 2004, contributing guitar to the Bright Eyes album I'm Wide Awake, It's Morning in 2005, and releasing a flurry of additional recordings (2006's Mineral, 2007's Feel, and 2009's Watching the Sky). 

