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powerful and engrossing piece of independent cinema”

“As profoundly moving as anything you're likely to
\ see in a cinema this year’

“Arresting, compelling and breathtakingly scenic”
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BEST BRITISH NEWCOMER – Scott Graham

BEST BRITISH NEWCOMER – Chloe Pirrie

THE SUTHERLAND AWARD – Best First Feature
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Running Time:  90 mins

For further information please contact:

Caroline Henshaw at Rabbit Publicity

Tel: 020 7299 3685
caroline@rabbitpublicity.com
For photography please go to:  http://www.vivaverve.com/press/shell
SYNOPSIS:
Shell is woken every morning by the passing of the dawn truck before going outside to pump petrol for passers-by. Her mother left on a passing truck when Shell was a child never to return. Today Shell’s father Pete dismantles wrecked cars for scrap in their yard. He’s been a good father to Shell. It’s only now that she is becoming a woman, reminding him of the woman who left and broke his heart, that their relationship has become so painful.
Pete flinches every time Shell touches him and she touches him as often and as tenderly as she can. She can see he needs to be loved. She understands what he lost when her mother left and she’s willing to give that to him. Pete resists and withdraws into the solitude and violence of his work. Shell in turn acts as a siren who attracts passers-by to the petrol station and to her. The sound of Pete’s hammer cuts through her conversations with men. Her regulars all grow to depend on her being there for fuel, a smile, an embrace. Sometimes cars don’t stop but Shell feels them taking a piece of her as much as the ones that do.
A couple from the city collide with a deer and come looking for help at the garage in the dead of night. Pete and Shell help them in exchange for the wrecked car Pete will break up and sell on as scrap. They also take the deer which Pete butchers and expects Shell to cook to get them through the winter. But Shell’s encounter with the animal as it lay dying on the road means she cannot bring herself to eat from the carcass that hangs in their yard and it begins in her a realisation that she too is being fed on by passers-by and even by her father, the man she loves too much to leave.

CAST: 

Joseph Mawle - Pete

Joseph Mawle was born in Oxford on 21st March 1974. He graduated from The Bristol Old Vic Theatre School in 2002. Joseph came to national recognition through the Blast! Films drama ‘Soundproof ’ (2007), which won him a 'Breakthrough on Screen' nomination from the Royal Television Society. That year continued with performances in Jane Austen’s ‘Persuasion’ for ITV and in the controversial gay drama ‘Clapham Junction’ for Channel 4. In 2008, he played Jesus in ‘The Passion’ for BBC/HBO and Judas at The Almeida Theatre in ‘The Last Days Of Judas Iscariot’.
In 2009, he appeared in short film ‘After Tomorrow’ which won the Cannes ‘Jury Prize’. Other short films include ‘Sometimes the Moon Is Velvet’ and artist David Austen’s ‘End Of Love’. That year Joseph also appeared in Philip Ridley’s gothic urban fairy-tale ‘Heartless’, Dominic Savage's "Freefall', Channel 4's 'Red Riding' and Jimmy McGovern's 'The Street'. 
2010 saw Joseph star in BBC drama ‘Five Daughters’ and in Dominic Savage’s TV film ‘Dive’ followed by Agatha Christie's ‘Murder on the Orient Express’. He also appeared in a supporting role in ‘Made In Dagenham’.
In 2011 Joseph starred in DH Lawrence’s ‘Women in Love’, then appeared as Benjen Stark in the smash HBO series ‘Game of Thrones’ based on the best-selling novels by George RR Martin, followed by ‘The Awakening’, a feature film starring Rebecca Hall. 
Earlier this year Joseph played Jack Firebrace in Working Title's adaptation of Sebastian Faulks' bestselling WW1 novel ‘Birdsong’ with Eddie Redmayne, and his performance has earned him a BAFTA nomination for Best Supporting Actor. He then went on to film Scott Graham's debut feature ‘Shell’ . Joseph can currently be seen in ‘The Cold Light of Day’ with Sigourney Weaver, Bruce Willis and Henry Cavill. Later in the year we will see Joseph in 20th Century Fox / Tim Burton produced ‘Abraham Lincoln Vampire Hunter’ as Thomas Lincoln and he is currently filming "Half of A YellowSun" with Chiwetel Ejiofor and Thandie Newton.
Chloe Pirrie – Shell

Chloe Pirrie graduated from Guildhall School of Music and Drama in 2009. Since then she has filmed the title role in independent feature film SHELL, has worked at the National theatre in MEN SHOULD WEEP, directed by Josie Rourke, and shot short film SOLSTICE, directed by David Stoddart. Chloe has also played Isabella in MEASURE FOR MEASURE at the Lion theatre. Roles whilst in training include Antigone / ANTIGONE, Juliet / ROMEO AND JULIET and Sister Miller / DAMN YANKEES. 
Chloe will soon be seen playing the lead role in the second episode of the third instalment of Charlie Brooker’s BLACK MIRROR series on Channel 4. 
She was born and raised in Edinburgh, and now lives in London.

Michael Smiley – Hugh

Actor, writer and comedian Michael Smiley is best known for his 2011 role as hit man Gal, in Ben Wheatley’s Kill List (for which he won Best Supporting Actor at the British Independent Film Awards and Best Actor at the Total Film Frightfest) and cycle courier Tyres, in cult TV series Spaced. Other roles include computer expert Benny, in BBC 1’s multi-award-winning Luther, Patterson in John Landis’ Burke and Hare, and Phil Squod in the BBC’s Bleak House.
As a stand-up, Michael is an international headliner, his blend of Northern Irish story-telling and wild-man banter charming audiences in Canada, New Zealand, Australia and the Far East. His trilogy of one man plays brought him acclaim at the Edinburgh Fringe and his new play, The Immigrant, premieres at the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival in Belfast in May 2012, with further UK dates to follow. 
2012 is already looking like a busy year for Michael: he has a major role in the BBC’s much-anticipated Ripper Street, will be filming the third series of Luther and I, Macrobane, his third movie with Ben Wheatley, (after Down Terrace and Kill List) is scheduled to film in the autumn.
Iain de Caestecker – Adam

Iain began acting at the age of nine, when he attended classes at The Scottish Youth Theatre. It was through SYT that he received his first professional role, playing ‘Billy’ opposite James Cosmo in the short film ‘Billy and Zorba’. Iain was then taken on by a children’s acting agency who found him roles in various TV shows, as well as the Warner Brothers feature film, ‘The Little Vampire’ and Richard Jobson’s directorial debut ’16 Years of Alcohol’ starring Kevin McKidd. 
After school, Iain won a place on an acting course run by Langside College and spent three years training under David Lee-Michaels. However, he was still able to take time out to film roles in ‘River City’ and the BBC3 series ‘Lip Service’. Upon finishing college Iain went straight into filming a supporting role in the feature film ‘Up There’ and was fortunate enough to sign with Hamilton Hodell in London. This pushed Iain to make the move to London, where he has gone on to have his most successful year to date, playing ‘Paul’, one of the leads in the critically acclaimed BBC3 series ‘The Fades’ which was nominated for a TV BAFTA for Best Drama Series (2012). Iain then took on the title role of ‘James Herriot’ in the BBC1 series ‘Young James Herriot’. Also in 2012 Iain landed roles in the feature films ‘The Comedian’ and ‘Shell’. He recently finished filming the lead role in ‘In Fear’ starring Alice Englert, the story of a car journey that turns horribly wrong. Next Iain will play a supporting role in Filth with James McAvoy and also ’The Secret of Crickley Hall’ for the BBC where Iain will play the lead.
Paul Thomas Hickey - Robert

Paul Thomas Hickey has worked extensively in theatre throughout the UK for over 20 years. Appearing in productions with National Theatre of Scotland, Traverse Theatre, Royal Lyceum, Raindog, Suspect Culture, The Tron, Vanishing Point, Citizens Theatre, The Bush, The Old Vic, Soho Theatre, The Young Vic, Dundee Rep, Paines Plough and The Royal Court.

TV and Film credits include: Hope Springs, The Britoil Fraud, Taggart, Cardiac Arrest, The Bill, Nightlife, The Sweetest Feeling, Tinsel Town, Lay Of The Land, Summersault, California Sunshine, Believe, Perfect Sense, Angels Share and Shell.

Kate Dickie – Claire

Kate Dickie is an award winning Scottish actress. Her feature film debut was in RED ROAD, directed by Oscar and BAFTA award winning Andrea Arnold. 
Kate is one of the leads in Ridley Scott's PROMETHEUS (2012) in an ensemble featuring Noomi Rapace, Charlize Theron, Michael Fassbender, Guy Pierce and Idris Elba. Other feature film credits include OUTCAST, co-starring James Nesbit; FIVE DAY SHELTER, with John Lynch; SOMERS TOWN, directed by Shane Meadows and winner of the Michael Powell Best British Film award at the Edinburgh International Film Festival 2008; the multi-award winning feature SUMMER, starring Robert Carlyle and directed by Kenny Glennan; WASTED for Raindog Films and DONKEYS, co-starring

James Cosmo and Martin Compston, the companion film to RED ROAD. Kate is a great supporter of new and rising talent and makes many short films - recent shorts include THE GIFT dir. Andrew Griffin, VILLAGE ON THE ROOF dir: Nick Farr and NATIVE SON directed by the award winning Scott Graham, for whom she has just completed the feature SHELL. She also features in NOW IS GOOD with Dakota Fleming and Olivia Williams. 
Kate has a distinguished international television career including GAME OF THRONES (HBO 2011/2013) as Lysa Arryn; Agnes in THE PILLARS OF THE EARTH (Tandem/Scot Free 2010); the highly acclaimed FIVE DAUGHTERS (BBC 2010) directed by Phillipa Lowthorpe; Anthony Horowitz's INJUSTICE (ITV1 2011); Dominic Savage's DIVE (ITV 2010); leading guest roles in NEW TRICKS (BBC), GARROWS LAW (BBC), HE KILLS COPPERS (Ecosse/Ch4), THE VICE (Carlton) and TAGGART (STV). She was nominated for a Best Television Performance BAFTA (Scotland) award for TINSEL TOWN (BBC).

Morven Christie – Young Mother

Morven grew up in Glasgow and the Highlands, and trained at Drama Centre London.
Film roles include House of Nine, The Flying Scotsman, Young Victoria & Shell.
Television work includes Oliver Twist (BBC) The Sinking of the Laconia (BBC), Lost In Austen (ITV), Twenty Twelve (BBC), and forthcoming series Hunted (HBO/BBC). 
Her theatre roles include Juliet in Romeo and Juliet for the RSC, Anya in The Cherry Orchard and Perdita in A Winter's Tale for Sam Mendes' Bridge Project at BAM in New York and the Old Vic in London, also Isa in Josie Rourke's 2010 revival of Men Should Weep at The National Theatre.

Thomas Dean Burn – Trucker

Most recently seen in Steven Spielberg's Warhorse and the Scottish short film Death In a Nut directed by Tom Chick. Thomas also features in the new Sky Living television series Bedlam and recently recorded the unabridged audiobook of Skagboys by Irvine Welsh. Currently he is appearing in the adaptation of Harry Horse's children's book The Last Polar Bears for the National Theatre of Scotland.
CREW: 

David Smith – Producer

David Smith is Managing Director of Brocken Spectre and a partner in DigiCult.
David produced Scott Graham's last short film 'Native Son' commissioned by the UK Film Council and Film4. The film premiered in Semaine de la Critique at Cannes in 2010.

David is currently the Programme Manager for Starter for 6 at the Cultural Enterprise Office. Starter for 6 is Scotland’s premier investment and training initiative for emerging entrepreneurs in the creative industries and is financed by the Scottish Government through Creative Scotland.

Brocken Spectre

Brocken Spectre is a boutique arthouse production company based in Scotland.

The company has won many awards for the films it has produced and has been nominated twice for a BAFTA. Brocken Spectre’s planned next feature is Henry Coombes' Little Dog Boy. Produced withCiara Barry Little Dog Boy was presented at Rotterdam’s Cinemart in 2012.
Margaret Matheson - Producer

Margaret began her producing career with the feature film It Shouldn’t Happen To A Vet in 1975 . Next came BBC’s Play For Today where her productions included Abigail’s Party and Alan Clarke’s Scum which was banned by the BBC. In 1980 as Head Of Drama for Central Television she was responsible for many successful series including Auf Wiedersehen Pet. She also produced the David Leland quartet one of which was Alan Clarke’s Made In Britain. In 1984 she was a founding director of Zenith Productions and was responsible for Sid And Nancy, The Hit, Personal Services, Prick Up Your Ears, Wish You Were Here and The Dead amongst others. In 1995 she started her own production company, Bard Entertainments. Films include Marleen Gorris’s Antonia’s Line (Best Foreign Language Oscar), Kasi Lemmons’ Eve’s Bayou, Elaine Proctor’s Kin, Alex Cox’s Revengers Tragedy, American Cousins written by Sergio Casci and directed by Don Coutts, Duncan Roy’s AKA, Mark James and Phil O’ Shea’s Vampire Diary, Gideon Koppel’s ‘sleep furiously’, Skin, directed by Anthony Fabian, In The Dark Half written by Lucy Catherine and directed by Alastair Siddons and Hard Boiled Sweets written and directed by David L G Hughes.
Yoliswa Gartig – Director of photography

Born in South Africa in 1975, Yoliswa grew up in Tübingen, Germany. From 1999 to 2005 Yoliswa studied cinematography at Potsdam-Babelsberg film school (HFF). Filmography. Since film school Yoliswa has worked all over the world in 22 countries on documentaries, commercials and feature films such as "And along come tourists", "Sonja" and "Netto" which were screened at film festivals as Cannes and Berlinale. 
She first worked with writer/director Scott Graham on the short film "Native Son" which screened in Semaine de la Critique at Cannes Film Festival in 2010, and for which Yoliswa won the Fuji Short Film Award for best cinematography. She photographed Scott's first feature Shell in the Highlands of Scotland in October 2011.

James Lapsley – Production Designer

James started his career working as an art director at the BBC and then went on to be a production designer on a variety of programmes from children’s to factual entertainment.
Following his stint at the BBC, James moved into commercials. In between designing his own projects, he was art director for designer Chris Oddy on the award-winning Sony Bravia 'Paint' advert in 2006. In 2007 James decided that he preferred the storytelling aspect to delivering a brief, and moved from commercials into drama.
This is James’s third project with Scott Graham, with whom he first worked in 2007. James enjoys Scott’s collaborative approach, which allows him to pursue and develop his own ideas. James’s work will next be seen in Outpost: Black Sun. 
He is based in Scotland but works nationwide.

Rachel Tunnard – Editor

Rachel is a film editor and writer. In 2011 she was named by BAFTA as one of the 42 "Brits To Watch". 
Rachel has edited award winning features and shorts. In recent years SKELETONS (Dir: Nick Whitfield) won the Michael Powell Award for Best British Feature Film at Edinburgh Film Festival 2010 and was BAFTA nominated. NATIVE SON was selected for Semaine de la Critique at Cannes Film Festival, DEAD HAPPY won the Sky Movies / Independent Best Short Film competition, and BATTENBURG won a Scottish BAFTA and the Jim Poole Prize. Fixing Luka won a Scottish BAFTA for Best Animation. 
Rachel has a First Class Honours degree from the University of Bristol and an MA in menial jobs including cleaning for the Army and people counting.

Shell Project History

David Smith writes: 
Scott started to write Shell with a development award from Scottish Screen (now Creative Scotland) in 2008. Based on his first draft, Scott secured a place at the Binger Lab in Amsterdam. During his six months in Amsterdam he also wrote the script for Native Son, a short film which was selected by Film4 and the UK Film Council as a Cinema Extreme. 
Native Son was filmed in the autumn of 2009 in Dumfries and Galloway, Southwest Scotland. During the production Scott developed strong creative relationships with the crew, and our Editor, Sound Recordist, Production Designer, DOP, Make Up Designer and Costume Designer all graduated with us from Native Son to Shell.

We began financing Shell in earnest in January 2010 when it was presented at Cinemart in Rotterdam where we met Alexander Bohr from ZDF/Arte who was immediately drawn to the project. We also slipped a copy of Native Son with a temp sound mix to Critics Week in Cannes. 
Native Son premiered in Critics Week in Cannes in 2010 and at the festival Alexander told us that he would recommend that ZDF/Arte invest in Shell. The UK Film Council (now the BFI) had already indicated that it was interested in supporting the development of the project and we began the final pass on the script, scouting for locations, casting, producing a budget and schedule. Margaret Matheson came on board as Executive Producer at Edinburgh in 2010, and Creative Scotland committed to the project soon after that. Because of the impending birth of my first baby and the fact that I had to take a full time job Margaret agreed to produce the film with me. 
Scott found a location which just happened to be 10 miles away from the location where we had filmed the original short film, Shell. It is a large lay-by above Little Loch Broom in Dundonnell in Wester Ross. Because of cast availability we waited to shoot the film in autumn 2011. Scott wanted to build the petrol station so that he could film interior and exterior all in one place, so for six weeks in September/October 2011 the lay-by became a film set which was so convincing people drove inwanting to re-fuel at our (fake) pumps. 
We received a lot of support from the people of Dundonnell, who embraced having a film crew for over a month in their isolated rural community and we cemented the relationships we had developed when we were filming the short two years earlier. Making such an emotionally raw film in a magnificent but harsh landscape was an incredible experience.

BFI and Creative Scotland present

A Brocken Spectre Production in association with Bard

Entertainments, Flying Moon and Molinare

in co-production with ZDF / ARTE
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