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KELLY+VICTOR
Starring Antonia Campbell-Hughes and Julian Morris
Directed by Kieran Evans
Running time: 90 minutes
IN CINEMAS SEPTEMBER 20

Kelly + Victor is adapted by Kieran Evans from the acclaimed novel by Niall Griffiths, and shot in Liverpool. KELLY + VICTOR is a raw compelling passionate love story set against the backdrop of a highly cinematic Liverpool, to a searing soundtrack.

Adapted for the screen by Kieran Evans and Niall Griffiths

Screenplay by Kieran Evans

Produced by Janine Marmot

Co Produced by Andrew Freedman

The soundtrack for Kelly + Victor features music by a host of acclaimed artists including the Mercury Music Prize-nominated artists King Creosote & Jon Hopkins and Wild Beasts as well as the gifted guitar work of Bill Ryder-Jones (ex-The Coral).

‘A love story that has all the signs of becoming a modern classic’

The Times

‘Kieran Evans’ direction shows a landscape every bit as evocative as Woody Allen’s New York or Michael Mann’s Los Angeles’
The Guardian

SHORT SYNOPSIS

Kelly + Victor is a haunting, candid depiction of a young couple embarking on a passionate and transgressive love affair, from the acclaimed novel by Niall Griffiths.

LONG SYNOPSIS

Kelly + Victor is a haunting, candid depiction of a young couple embarking on a passionate and transgressive love affair, from the acclaimed novel by Niall Griffiths.

When Kelly (Antonia Campbell-Hughes – ‘Bright Star’) meets Victor (Julian Morris – ‘24’, ‘Once Upon a Time’) on the dance floor of a Liverpool nightclub, the attraction is instant. After wandering through the night they find themselves at her flat, making love with a passion and urgency that neither had experienced before. Both Kelly and Victor are struggling to get by as best they can, while the people around them are choosing illegal lifestyles; she is escaping a brutish former lover, while he is being dragged into a world of drugs.  It’s when they make love that their darker instincts take over.

Directed by Kieran Evans, Kelly + Victor is a devastating story of obsessive love anchored by two complex but tender performances.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – KIERAN EVANS

In cinema, I’m always drawn to films with flawed characters, occupied with people who make mistakes. I’m fascinated by the risks they take and the choices that may set them down an unfamiliar path. Niall Griffiths’ ‘Kelly + Victor’ inverted the idea of ‘the love story’, exploring the opposite sides of a relationship in two parts. It was an exciting way of detailing a romance, if romance is the right word for it. The intensity of the relationship he described – the passion and the extremes that these characters put each other through – was utterly mesmerising. It was such a bold piece of writing, infused with characters who were on the edge of society, people with flaws who didn’t abide by all the rules – trying to find themselves and their way through life. I wasn’t only drawn to the characters’ story but to the way that Niall had constructed it. Split into two halves, the novel reveals in turn the inner life of both characters and the effect that each has on the other. The challenge then was how to capture on screen the story of the events that happen to Kelly and Victor, and the emotional journey that each one goes through in their minds. In this story, two worlds collide. Perhaps at the wrong time or the wrong speed, but in meeting each other they are compelled to follow an untrodden path. When I was looking for a subject for my first feature film, it wasn’t just about finding a story that was right, but also about what could challenge me as a film-maker, and I found that when I read ‘Kelly + Victor’.

CAST
Kelly – Antonia Campbell-Hughes
In the last year, Antonia has been named ‘Star of Tomorrow’ by Screen International and awarded the prestigious ‘Shooting Star Award’ at the Berlinale. She garnered a ‘Rising Star’ nomination at the Irish Film and Television Academy Awards for her role in Rebecca Daly’s ‘The Other Side of Sleep’ which premiered at the Cannes Film Festival as a part Directors’ Fortnight. In 2009, her supporting role in Jane Campion’s Palme D’Or, BAFTA and Oscar nominated feature ‘Bright Star’ saw her win rave reviews for her performance alongside Ben Whishaw and Abbie Cornish. ‘Albert Nobbs’ saw Antonia in the stellar ensemble Oscar winning period piece lead by Glenn Close. Antonia also stars as ‘Alice’ in ‘Lotus Eaters’, an independent comedy drama feature directed by Alexandra McGuinness, which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival earlier this year to unanimous acclaim.  

For television, Antonia is perhaps best known for her lead role as ‘Sam’ alongside Jack Dee in the award-winning BBC comedy series ‘Lead Balloon’. In the BBC film ‘When Harvey Met Bob’, Antonia played the role of ‘Marsha Hunt’ in the story of when Bob Geldof met Harvey Goldsmith, alongside Domhnall Gleeson and Ian Hart. In the ongoing series ‘Bluebell Welch’ for MTV, she wrote and played the title role of the music fan and MTV presenter who tries to play it cool, but also shows flashes of her manically obsessive fandom.

Her television credits span the comedy circuit and BBC dramas, from ‘Spooks’ to the award winning ‘Damage’.

On stage Antonia played in ‘The Lion’s Mouth/Rough Cuts’ at the Royal Court and in ‘Roberto Zucco’ directed by Jimmy Fay at the Project Theatre in Dublin.

Her latest projects include the lead role in ‘3096 Days’ - the true story of Austrian kidnap victim Natasha Kampush- directed by Sherry Hormann and shot by Michael Ballhaus and Ridley Scott’s television pilot ‘Portrait’. She is currently shooting the psychological thriller ‘The Canal’ directed by Ivan Kavanagh and starring Rupert Evans and Steve Oram.

Victor – Julian Morris

Julian Morris is a British actor who began his career at the Anna Scher Theatre, in London. It was there, when he was thirteen that a director on the hit British drama ‘The Knock’ spotted him and asked him to play a boy pushed into the drug trade. Julian continued his intensive training under Anna Scher for the next eight years and in this period, after appearing in several television shows, films and commercials, he went on to spend three seasons with the Royal Shakespeare Company, working with directors such as Steven Pimlott, Tim Albery and Elijah Moshinsky. This exposure to a diverse list of actors and directors became a major influence on his learning and craft.

Julian Morris is rapidly becoming a familiar face to film and television audiences alike, and since working with the world renowned RSC, he has gone on to play the lead in the NBC pilot ‘Young Arthur’ (2002), popular film ‘Cry Wolf’ (2005) as well as ‘Whirly Girl’ (2006) as James Edwards. He then starred in the independent horror film, ‘Donkey Punch’ as Josh, which was critically acclaimed at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival. He also appeared in the Tom Cruise-starring ‘Valkyrie’ and slasher film ‘Sorority Row’.

Julian is very well known in the USA due to the success he has had in recent years starring in some of the most renowned shows on television including ‘ER’, ‘24’, ‘Pretty Little Liars’, currently it its third season, and more recently ‘Once Upon a Time’ amongst many others. Most recently in 2012, Morris has just finished filming Fox’s brand new pilot ‘Guilty’, a television film starring alongside Cuba Gooding Jr and Eva Amurri Martino as the character of ‘Alex Boyd’.
Craig – William Ruane

Glasgow born and distinctively red haired, William Ruane's critically acclaimed feature film debut was in Ken Loach's BIFA Best Film award winner ‘Sweet Sixteen’, playing the crazed self-harming teenager Pinball.  For his performance William was nominated for the Most Promising Newcomer BIFA 2002 and for the Most Promising New Talent award, BAFTA Scotland 2002. William has worked with Loach on three other films, the portmanteau eurodrama ‘Tickets’ (2005), as Pte. Gogan in the 2006 Cannes Film Festival Palme d'Or winner, ‘The Wind That Shakes The Barley’, and this year as Rhino in the highly popular summer hit comedy The Angels' Share, which won the Jury prize at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival. 
Other film work includes, the lead in Scottish romcom ‘Fast Romance’, which won the 2011 BAFTA Scotland Audience Award, and Shan Khan's Honour, starring Paddy Considine, due for release in 2013. Notable TV credits include ‘Rebus (The Falls)’, ‘Sea Of Souls’, ‘Kitchen’ (opposite Eddie Izzard), Jimmy McGovern's ‘Accused’, ‘Taggart’, ‘The Shadow Line’ and ‘Field Of Blood’. 
Shaun Mason

Shaun’s theatre credits include: ‘Macbeth’, ‘Billy Wonderful’ (Liverpool Everyman), ‘Clockwork Orange’ (Glasgow Citizens Theatre), ‘Everyword’ (Paines Plough), ‘Grotesque Chaos’ (Nabakov), ‘Council Depot Blues and Stags and Hens’ (Royal Court, Liverpool), ‘Snow White,  4 Girls And A Caravan’, ‘Night Collar’, ‘Cinderella’, ‘The Salon’, ‘Aladdin’ (St Helens Theatre Royal), ‘When I wake up I want to be Famous’ (Fuse Theatre), ‘Blackberry Troutface’ (Twenty Stories High Theatre company) ‘Gods’ Gift’, ‘King of Edge Hill’, ‘Your Breath in the Air’, and ‘Of Mice and Men’ (Unity, Liverpool). Shaun has worked extensively with the Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse Theatre as an actor in development of New Writing Pieces. This includes workshops for main house productions, Rehearsed readings, and the Young Writers programme.
Television Credits include: ‘Moving On’, ‘Scott and Bailey’, ‘The Accused’, ‘Good Cop’, ’Line Of Duty’, ‘Shameless’, ‘Brookside’, ‘Three Minute Wonder’.
Film Credits include: ‘Kelly + Victor’, ‘Fifteen Minutes That Shook The World’, ‘The Crew’, ‘Death Defying Acts’, ‘Revenger’s Tragedy’, ‘The Pool’ and ‘Dead Drunk’.

Radio Credits: ‘Tontine’, ‘It’s Not Like Enid Blyton’ (BBC Radio 4)
Shaun will be playing the parts of Puck, Malcolm and Witch in ‘Macbeth’ and ‘Midsummers Night Dream’ at the Liverpool Royal Court September 21st – 13th October (Lodestar Theatre Company).
Michael Ryan – Pete
Michael’s experience spans to theatre, film, TV and radio.  He is currently playing ‘Macbeth’ at the Royal Court in Liverpool as part of this year’s Shakespeare Festival.

Michael found his way into acting after narrowly escaping a prison sentence aged 16, it was after this incident he told his family that acting was his dream. At aged 17 he landed his first T.V. role as the lead character in a BBC drama/doc called ‘Innocent Party’.

His film roles include ‘Pete’, the crack head sidekick of Johnny Quid in Guy Ritchie’s ‘Rocknrolla’, "Marty O'Connor" in ‘Awaydays’.  Michael’s other film credits inc; Julie Taymor’s ‘Across the Universe’, Steven Spielberg’s ‘Warhorse’ and he has recently completed work on ‘Serena’, a new movie directed by the Oscar winning Danish filmmaker Suzanne Bier which will premier in 2013.
Mark Womack – Barman

Mark Womack's work spans film, television and theatre including the lead in Ken Loach's Palme d'Or nominated ‘Route Irish’, Carine Adler's ‘Under the Skin’ and most recently ‘uwantme2killhim?’  His numerous television roles include the upcoming ‘Good Cop’, ‘Sorted’, ‘Buried’, ‘Clocking Off’ and ‘Hillsborough’ and he has also performed extensively in the theatre including roles in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘The Anniversary’.
Writer/Director – Kieran Evans
Kieran Evans comes from the most western point of Wales St. Davids. It’s a beautiful part of the world but remote. Growing up, his mum used to make him stay up late with her to watch Hitchcock classics and Audie Murphy films on a battered Rediffusion telly. This is where his love of film began. 

His first directing forays were in creating live visuals at raves for renowned electronic dance act The Grid before stepping up to pop promos and music shorts. From those humble beginnings armed only with a Super 8 camera and an Amiga computer he has since gone on to work with a number of diverse musicians and artists such as Manic Street Preachers, Karl Hyde from Underworld, Edwyn Collins, Kylie Minogue, Doves, Death in Vegas, David Gray, Faithless, Spiritualized and Saint Etienne. 

His film work has been screened at festivals across the world including the London Film Festival, Hot Docs - Toronto, Rotterdam Film Festival, CPH Dox - Copenhagen, Edinburgh Film Festival, Perth International Film Festival, Australia; Documenta Madrid; Melbourne International Film Festival; Sheffield International Documentary Festival and onedotzero. His most current film ‘The Outer Edges’, a documentary collaboration with Underworld’s Karl Hyde, recently closed the East End Film Festival to significant critical acclaim and will be screening across the UK and Europe in the next few months. 

Kieran’s last film ‘From Here To Before’, was a feature length documentary film about the cult 60’s singer/songwriter Vashti Bunyan. Premiered at the London Film Festival, it has since gone on to screen at festivals around the world including Hot Docs Toronto and CPH Dox, garnering critical acclaim along the way. Time Out called it “a gorgeously shot, achingly intimate portrait" whilst Sunday Telegraph film critic Sukhdev Sandhu selected it as his favourite film of 2010 in Sight and Sound magazine’s end of year poll.

His previous work also includes the acclaimed documentary ‘Finisterre’ that he co-directed with his friend, Paul Kelly. This too has achieved great critical success and has become something of a cult classic and has just been re-released on DVD by the BFI.

Kelly + Victor is Kieran Evans debut dramatic feature film. He is currently developing his next feature film, alongside two new documentaries as well as putting the finishing touches to a new promo/short for the Manic Street Preachers starring Craig Roberts from ‘Submarine’.

Writer – Niall Griffiths
Niall Griffiths was born in Liverpool and now lives at the foot of a mountain in mid Wales. He's written seven novels, some books of non-fiction, and more short stories and travel pieces and articles and radio plays etc than he cares to, or probably even can, count.
Producer – Janine Marmot, Hot Property Films
Hot Property was set up in 1995 by the critically acclaimed BAFTA and BIFA winning producer Janine Marmot.
The company specialises in films and transmedia projects where the narrative content is strengthened by a strong visual realisation.

Innovative cinema and media for a world wide audience.

Just completed, an adaptation of Niall Griffiths’ Kelly + Victor, starring Antonia Campbell Hughes and Julian Morris, directed by Kieran Evans.
Janine is currently developing a slate of feature films through Hot Property Films with partners including FilmFour , BFI, Media and Film Agency Wales 

· ‘Brand New-U’,  Simon Pummell’s psychological thriller

· ‘The Price On Your Head’  by Ned Beauman 

· Simon Pummell’s contemporary ghost story  ‘Slow Motion Explosion’ 
· An adaptation of ‘Margaret Atwood’s The Edible Woman’ with Francine Zuckerman

· ‘YES’, An adaptation of a William Gibson story - a 3D film

Films produced by Janine have won numerous awards and screened at festivals around the world including Toronto, Berlin, Venice, Rotterdam and Locarno.  Her feature credits include the award winning: ‘Shock Head Soul’ by Simon Pummell, ‘No Greater Love’ by Michael Whyte, ‘Bodysong’ by Simon Pummell, ‘I Could Read the Sky’ by Nichola Bruce and ‘Institute Benjamenta’ by The Brothers Quay.
Co Producer – Andrew Freedman, Venom Films

Dublin based producer Andrew Freedman graduated from the National Film School of Ireland, after specialising in Production. In 2004, he established Venom Film, a production company founded on the principle of producing stand-out original work. His production experience ranges in scale and genre, and has resulted in numerous award-winning projects.

In 2005, Andrew was awarded Digital Newcomer at the Digital Media Awards.

To date, his productions have screened at some of the world’s most prestigious festivals, among them Critics Week in Cannes, Locarno and Sundance. The critically acclaimed short film UNDRESSING MY MOTHER went on to win 25 International Awards, including a European Film Academy Award.

In 2009 Andrew was selected as the Irish representative for the EFP Producers On The Move at Cannes Film Festival.

Andrew produced “His & Hers” a feature length documentary directed by Ken Wardrop and with the backing of The Irish Film Board. The film had its World Premier at the Galway Film Fleadh in July 2009, winning Best Irish Feature. It has since gone on to win the award for Excellence in Cinematography at the Sundance Film Festival, the Audience and Critics award at the Dublin Film Festival 2010, the SDGI Director’s Finders Series and most recently an IFTA. The film was released in Ireland and became the most successful home produced documentary at the Irish Box Office.

Andrew is currently in production with his debut feature “Sanctuary”, filming in Ireland and Poland. The film is written and directed by Norah McGettigan and stars Anne-Marie Duff and Jan Frycz.

Andrew is a member of The Irish Film & Television Academy and Screen Producers Ireland.
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