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LOG LINE

Set in the heart of French Cathar Country, A Change in the Weather is the latest work from director Jon Sanders (Back to the Garden, Painted Angels), featuring longtime collaborators Anna Mottram and Bob Goody alongside celebrated German actress and singer, Meret Becker. Featuring a screen debut from playwright, Stephen Lowe.
SHORT SYNOPSIS

In an attempt to revisit a creative collaboration and revive his marriage, a theatre director brings together a group of performers to spend a week with him and his wife in an isolated, mountainous part of southern France. As the work progresses, fiction and reality become blurred and there is a constant tension between the characters’ emotional lives and the nature of the work - an investigation into the changing nature of love. The couple are haunted by memories and dreams which, in the end, threaten not only the venture but the marriage itself. All this is underpinned by a sense of melancholy, reflected in the songs and music performed, and in the dramatic and implacably beautiful landscape.

 “Will it come like a change in the weather.. O tell me the truth about love”  W H Auden
DIRECTORS STATEMENT
A Change in the Weather is the fourth and most ambitious film that myself and Anna have made with the loosely knit group that we work with.  We were shooting abroad for the first time with all the logistical complications that that entails for a small production.  But the increased scale and the dramatic potential of the space available to us allowed for greater cinematic possibilities.

Our story telling this time is more complex - a venture to revitalise a marriage and a creative partnership starts to disintegrate; there is constant interplay between the theatrical project they are working on and the protagonists own lives to the extent that in one scene, both partners’ dual personas merge as veils are torn away and pretences can no longer be held on to.  Though much of the drama is played out between the main couple and with the group they have assembled, apparitions and dreams also play a major part.  I had explored these elements before but never as systematically.

We were fortunate this time to have two musicians with us the whole time so much of the score was recorded live; the composer, Douglas Finch appears also as musician and the German film and singing star, Meret Becker (who I worked with 20 years ago on Painted Angels) plays a major role.  Their creative partnership produced some of the most memorable music in the film.

Up until this film, we had devised our stories and then found a location – a house, a garden, a landscape that worked for them.  This time we knew in advance where we were going and were able to make frequent visits.  Thus the story was influenced and shaped by the isolation of the location, the extraordinary variety of landscapes within it and the singularity of the interiors.  It was a strange and wonderful place to be and it affected us all.  

Jon Sanders
MERET BECKER - Kalle
Meret Becker was born in Bremen but she grew up in Berlin with her mother, Monika Hansen and her stepfather, the great German actor, Otto Sander.  She is celebrated in Germany as a multi-talented artist:  actress, composer, singer, performer, producer. She has recorded five music albums, has given numerous sell-out concerts and appeared in over 30 films; she was awarded the Adolf-Grimme-Prize, the Bavarian Film Prize, the Golden Camera, and the Gold Band Award for outstanding contribution to cinema.   In the autumn of 2012, she received the "Federal Service Cross" from the Federal President Gauck "for special artistic and social commitment".

As a  musician Meret Becker has influenced a whole generation of young German women singers and has given live concerts with stage partners, from Nina Hagen to Max Raabe both in Germany and in neighboring countries, including several in Paris. She has toured through Australia, Canada and Norway.  Her latest album Deins und Done was released in 2014.

Amongst her many film roles, she played the character Erna Eggstein in the 1997 German film Comedian Harmonists, as well as Katya, a prostitute, in Painted Angels, when she first worked with Jon Sanders. In 1993, she appeared as the female singer in the U2 video  for Stay (Faraway, So Close!).   In 2005, she was in the film, Munich directed by Steven Spielberg.   At present she is starring in Tatort (crime scene) is a popular German police procedural television series.

ANNA  MOTTRAM - Lydia, co-writer
Anna is an actress with over 30 years experience in theatre, film and television. She has worked in theatre in Manchester, Coventry, Birmingham and Edinburgh and in London at the Kings Head, Soho Poly and Bush Theatre where she appeared in new work by writers such as Snoo Wilson, David Edgar and Howard Barker. Her own play Heart-throb (co-written with Jeremy Seabrook), which she also acted in, was produced at the Bush Theatre. Television appearances include: Play for Today, The Bill, Blind Justice, The Practice, Casualty, Fingersmith, Doctors and Holby City. Films include: Painted Angels (2000) which she co-wrote and also starred in alongside Brenda Fricker, Kelly McGillis and Meret Becker and three independent feature films, also made with her husband, director Jon Sanders; Low Tide (2007), Late September (2010) and Back to the Garden (2013). 
 She has recently appeared at the Lakeside theatre, Nottingham  and on a national tour in Inside out of Mind, a play about dementia written and directed by fellow actress, Tanya Myers (who plays Bea in A Change in the Weather), which was nominated for a National Lottery Arts Award.

BOB GOODY - Dan
Bob trained at RADA.  His extensive theatre work includes: co-adaptor and performer in the Berlioz opera Beatrice and Benedict (Opera Comique, Paris), a musical version (with the Tiger Lillies) of The Little Match Girl (Theatre de la Ville, Paris), Cinderella (Lyric Hammersmith), Chatsky (Almeida), RNT's Wind in the Willows (Old Vic), Darwin’s Flood (The Bush), A Christmas Carol and Oliver Twist (Liverpool Playhouse), Ian Dury’s Apples (Royal Court), Trial of Frankenstein(Plymouth Theatre Royal), The Black Hole of Calcutta (National Theatre of Brent), Hamlet and The Comedy of Errors (Royal Shakespeare Company), The Arabian Nights Trilogy (Shared Experience).  He recently appeared in Waiting for Godot at the Crucible Theatre, Sheffield.  With Mel Smith (Smith and Goody) Bob co-wrote and performed three musical plays, most notably The Gambler (Comedy Theatre, West End).

 He has appeared on television in EastEnders, Crusoe, Hotel Babylon, One Day in July, My Family and Other Animals, Ken Russell’s Treasure Island, Bleak House, Porterhouse Blue, Smith and Goody (comedy series). Film includes: Back to the Garden, Skyborn (short), The Great Ghost Rescue, Late September, Curtains (short), Low Tide, The Thief Lord, Lighthouse, Fire Ice and Dynamite, The Borrowers, The Cook, the Thief, his Wife and her Lover, The Prisoner of Zenda.  
A Change in the Weather his fourth film with Jon Sanders.
STEPHEN LOWE - James
Stephen Lowe is a well known English playwright. His plays have appeared at London's Royal Court, Royal Shakespeare Company, as well as works premiered at most of England's leading repertory theatres and The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists for Joint Stock.  He has also written extensively for Film and TV including the adaptation of Stendhal’s Scarlet & Black for the  BBC,  starring Ewan McGregor and Rachel Weisz.   Stephen was senior writing tutor at Dartington College (1978.-82), MA tutor (Birmingham University) and awarded Honorary Doctor M,LITT (Nottingham University 2013). 

He was Chair of ARTS COUNCIL-East Midlands and a national member of ACE board.  He is  president of the successful bid to win UNESCO CITY OF LITERATURE for his home town Nottingham .  His play Touched (George Devine Award 1977) has just had an acclaimed, sell-out revival at Nottingham Playhouse starring Vicky McLure.  The City of Nottingham recently named a tram in his honour.  His latest project Changing Fashion – The Musical is being developed with the support of the Arts Council

A Change in the Weather is his first role in a feature film.

JON SANDERS - director, co-writer
Jon Sanders was born in Kent and studied film at the Slade School of Art under Thorold Dickinson.  He has had a long and distinguished career in the film industry, working as an editor, sound recordist (From Mao to Mozart, Oscar winning film about Isaac Stern’s tour of China), documentary maker (Then When the World Changed, co-directed with cameraman, Roger Deakins) and writer/director.  His collaboration with the artist Lucia Noguiera Smoke (1996) is now part of the Tate Collection.

 His first feature film, Painted Angels, starring Kelly McGillis and Brenda Fricker, which was about prostitution in the Wild West, premièred at the Rotterdam Film Festival and was released in the UK in 1999 by Artificial Eye.  His second feature film Low Tide premiered at Curzon Soho in January 2008 and in 2012 Late September was released at the ICA London and independent screens around the country before being released on DVD by Verve Pictures.  Back to the Garden premiered at the Curzon Mayfair and was released in cinemas and on DVD by Verve Pictures. 
JAMES BARRETT - producer

James has produced award-winning fiction and documentary films since 2009. He established Deerstalker Films in 2013 with a commitment to challenging audiences with unfamiliar worlds and innovative storytelling. James produced their first feature Blackbird (2013), selected as ‘Best of the Fest’ at the Edinburgh International Film Festival (2013) and nominated for the Michael Powell award. James worked with celebrated director Jon Sanders on A Change in the Weather (2017) and is currently producing London Recruits (2018), the true story of the young women and men recruited from London to undertake clandestine missions against the South African apartheid regime. Deerstalker Films are producing feature doc Uncle Art (2018) about acclaimed programmer Dave Lowe, and Born to Be a Loser (2018), in collaboration with Barry Fantoni. James has worked as a post production supervisor on UK feature film Hard Tide (2016) and is a graduate of the Universities of Sheffield, Witwatersrand and the London Film School. 
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Country 


United Kingdom 
Running Time 

98 minutes
Year of Production 
2016 
Production Company 
Deerstalker Films / Jon Sanders Films 
Shooting Format 

2k 
Camera 


Arri Alexa 
Ratio 


2.35:1 Scope 
Colour 


Colour
Sound 


5:1 
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WRITTEN BY ANNA MOTTRAM AND JON SANDERS 
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